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be done though it slay me," who writes 
his name in the sands of time shall see it 
burn in the hearts of men and grow bright- 
er as it blossoms into fruition throughout 
the ages. 

This very week a mad, wild fiend of the 
air escaped from his chains of outer dark- 
ness and swooped like some black bird of 
prey upon a fair valley of the west and left 
it in desolate ruins, and my own dear 
home lay in the midst of his path and as 
I speak to you today, friends and neigh- 
bors, look upon the wrecks of ruined 
homes or lie numbered among the dead 
and dying, but I curse not God, no, nor 
nature who hath done this thing. Her 
laws are good and the Father is just and 
he sends his rain on the kind and on the 
unthankful and what if his storms also 
beat upon the unthankful and the kind. 
How could it be otherwise? And the 
great nemesis of vengeance who follows 
hot on the heels of vice has always tramp- 
led under foot the innocent and helpless 
along with the guilty, but let him still pur- 
sue. 

If right principles can only rise from 
the ruins of wrong principles let the right 
prevail and the wrong be crushed. If the 
king of peace can only take his throne 
over the bodies of the slain in the com- 
bat, yet let the king of peace take his 
throne. 

Dear friends, I hate war. It is a cruel 
monster and it has iron hoofs and it mur- 
ders brave men and crushes helpless wom- 
en and children and steps on innocent 
hearts and knows no pity and I pray that 
you and I may never know more about it 
and I hail with joy thegrowing demand for 
arbitration and I hail with joy the coming 
of thebright.glad day when "men shall beat 
their swords into plow-shares and their 
spears into pruning hooks nor shall the 
nations learn war any more but trie lion 
and the lamb shall lie down together and 
a little child shall lead them" and "the 
kingdoms of this world" shall have become 
"the kingdom of our I,ord and of his 
Christ;" but dear friends, when right and 
wrong are met together the issue can only 
be decided by war ; and when great na- 
tional crimes reach up to heaven atone 
ment can only be made by blood. 

And I had rather see my country con- 
vulsed in war until it is purged of its 
last crime than see it in peace locked 
arms with the harlot of vice. I had rath- 
er see it flowing with the blood of its sons 
and daughters though mine own should 
mingle with the flood than see it polluted 
with the foul leprosy of sin, and I had 
rather see it perish in the endeavor to be 
free than see it live by an ignoble treaty 
with wrong. 

And if ever thou shalt require the poor 
sacrifice of my life that thou mayest live, 
take it for it is thine, so thou art pure, O 
my country, so thou art pure. 

-For out of the hot crucible comes the 
pure gold and out of the hard struggle 
comes the great victory, and in the deep 
valley of sorrow grows the pure flower of 
meekness and submission and out of that 
tomb wherein is buried deep the last rem- 
nants of sin and self springs forth the 
beautiful tree of eternal life. 

The seer of Patmos looked across the 
depths and saw a company beneath the 
altar of God. 

"Lord who are these who sing in white." 
" Lo, these are they who came out of 

great tribulation, who met the enemy fair- 
ly and have gotten the victory ; who have 
conquered the carnal and have given their 
lives for the truth and have washed their 
robes and have made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb." 

"He that overcometh shall be a pillar 
in the temple of God and he shall go no 
more out" but they "shall be kings and 
priests of a larger life forever." 

Then all hail to the boys in blue who 
uphold in its purity their country's flag. 

All honor to the heroic dead. 
All glory to the Hag that floats over all. 
All praise to the God who brought us 

safely   through and  waits to less with a 
crown of life his every  son who gets the 
victory in His name. 

THE   INCORRUPTIBLE    APPAREL  OF    A 
•    MEEK AND QUIET SPIRIT. 

J.  M.  HOWMAN. 

"Whose adorning let it not be the outward 
adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing jew- 
els of gold, or of putting on apparel ; but let it be 
the hidden man of the heart, in the incorruptible 
apparel of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the 
sight of God of great price."  I Peter 3 : 3,4. R. V. 

Out of this text of Scripture has come 
the thought of Christian adornment. It 
has also been the occasion of many false 
and mischievous notions. It has been 
thought to teach that certain arrangement 
of the hair should be adhered to by Chris- 
tians, and that the wearing of gold is here 
positively forbidden. It has furnished an 
explanatory text for Paul's exhortation in 
Rom. 12 : 2, in which he says, "Be not 
fashioned according to this world ; but be 
ye transformed by the renewing of your 
mind." Hence the delusion of refusing 
to wear gold, and of putting on a certain 
style of clothing as the mark of the 
church's nonconformity to the world. 

In this Scripture Peter tells us what 
shall not be and what shall be our real 
adornment in the sight of God. It will 
not be the wearing of jewels and gold or 
in any certain arrangement of the hair or 

putting on any style of clothing whatever. 
Neither will it be in the taking off or re- 
fusing any of these things. The one 
comes just as far short of the truth as the 
other, but it will be in the hidden cham- 
bers of the heart and its beauty and adorn- 
ment will be in that the life is clothed with 
meekness and quietness. 

This teaching is at Once practical  too. 
This sort of adornment will help much to 
lead   unbelievers   to   Christ.    Certainly 
such a life in the associates of many would 
be a great boon.    How  many   husbands 
would be  happily surprised to find  this 
strength of quietness in their wives ! And 
how many wives would thank God to find 
their husbands   growing in this patience 
and gentleness and tenderness of meek- 
ness !    How many of us would be even 
deeply pleased to find that the grate and 
grind and worry had all gone out of our 
lives and left us with this secure ease of 
strength and power !    The every day life 
of so many of us is so filled up with hurry 
and so crowded   with work  in hand and 
work that we want to see put out of the 
way and with our ambitions and our fears 
about the thoughts of others, and for the 
future, that we are almost completely dis- 
tracted.    In this state of living our efforts 
become sadly feeble, our powers are sick- 
ly and languishing,  everything is a drag. 
The   most  persistent  application   brings 
such   meager   results.    And   in   it all we 
grow worried and irritable and fretful, a 
misery to ourselves, and our every move, 
and the very tone of our voice is grating 
and wearing to those around us.     No won- 
der Paul said, "Study to be quiet, and to 
do your own business."    The blessing of 
a meek, strong quiet life, is a thing to be 
sought,   to  be  studied.    At least one of 
the golden keys that unlocks the vault of 
J«sus' great boon of rest to the weary and 
overburdened life is hid away in meek and 
lowly in heart.     "Learn of me ; for I  am 
meek and lowly in heart ; and ye shall find 
rest unto your souls."    Matt. 11 : 29. 

So many who have long since accepted 
Christ and are attentive to the work of the 
church, and eager to hear at least much 
of the truth, and are very helpful in so 
many ways in the public life of the church 
are found sadly wanting in the ease and 
strength of management of their business, 
or .the every day affairs in the home that 
might and should be characteristic of the 
man or woman in Christ. There seems 
not to be the least sign of ease and quiet- 
ness in their work and management. The 
children are railed at, employees are 
scolded when they know that they are not 
at fault, machinery broken, and_ horses 
whipped all because we have allowed the 
worry of life do too much wearing. The 
spirit   is   not   properly appareled.    This 


